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Fabric artist Barbara Carter of Oakland works on
one of her visions in cloth that will appear in her

first solo show at the Black Duck Gallery, Lunen-
burg, September 16.
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Visions stitched into art

by Jennifer James

OAKLAND — Each of fabric
artist Barbara Carter’s work is an
individual statement of an emotion
or feeling. The stark powerful im-
ages in grey, black and white come
to her spontaneously as complet-
ed pictures. “‘I'll be driving along
in the car and poof,’” said the shy
30-year-old.

Starting production of the images
of people began accidently, said
Barbara. She had been quilting for
a number of years when her mother
gave her a small picture frame she
had bought at a yard sale. The idea
of faces came to her when she tried
to decide how to fill it.

That was about two years ago.
Since them the images have flowed
continuously. Although Barbara
has dabbled in a number of media
including pencil drawing, water-
colour and stitchery she said, “I al-
ways felt awkward with a brush in
my hand.™

Barbara says she does what
comes naturally to hér. It has only
been recently that she has begun to

take her visions seriously. ‘“When
I was a teenager 1 got these images,
but I discarded them because 1
thought you had to be realistic.
They are so subconscious.”

Her pictures, which range in size
from 5x7 inches to three feet by
two and a half feet, depict scenes
of the emotional depth of everyday
life as well as expressions of deep
inner fears and joys. Nearly
featureless figures translate emo-
tional undercurrents into strong
visual messages.

“*Lately small flashes of colour
have been coming in but I haven’t
introduced it yet,”” said Barbara.
**When anything comes I get it
down roughly.”” The mother of
three young children sketches in
the evening while the kids watch
television and tries to get in about
three to four hours of sewing a day.
The pictures are all hand sewn with
the borders now done by machine.,

Barbara was unsure of how her
work would be received and was
fearful of coming out with it. One
of her pictures entitled Caged

depicts a erowd of figures cower-
ing behind a line of black trees. *‘I
think that was me before [ decid-
ed to come out,”’ said Barbara.

Barbara Carter is not only excep-
tionally talented, she is prolific.
Depending on the size of the pic- |
ture, she can complete one any-
where from one week to just over
two weeks. Her sketchbook of cap-
tured visions is bulging with ideas.
*“1 sketch in details and take them
out when I sew,’’ she said.

Occasionally she uses photo-
graphs of her children and refers
to a decades old-fashion sketch-
book to get the line of a figure just
right.

Barbara’s images are fresh and
original. Like her, others find it
hard trying to put what they feel
about the impact of her pictures
into words. It has to be seen to be
felt.

Her first solo show, entitled Vi-
sions, opens at the Black Duck
Gallery, Friday, September 16.







